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Summary 

The guest speaker, Ar. Prem Chandavarkar, Honorary Associate Professor, School of Architecture, University of 

Queensland gave an invigorating insight to many craft traditions in India face a crisis of survival. The conditions that 

sustained them in the past no longer exist, and they must struggle to find spaces where their livelihoods can endure. 

A solution often proposed is that the modern designer can be of help, aiding the craftsperson in innovation and 

finding new markets. 

He gave his insight to the questions like: Is this a viable strategy? Does craft need to be preserved or transformed? 

And in the exchange between the modern designer and the traditional craftsperson, could it be that the modern 

designer has more to learn than the traditional craftsperson? 

 

Webinar was co-ordinated by Akshay Gupta and supported for drafting post event news by Ar. Pushkala 



  
 

The guest speaker, Ar. Prem Chandavarkar presenting on Traditional Craft and Modern Design: Who Has More to 

Learn from the Other? 
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